
Huntly Matters
more...

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
For the full version of Huntly Matters More 
or for further information please contact:
ATP Co-ordinator – Donald Boyd
Huntly Business Centre, Gordon Street, Huntly, 
Aberdeenshire AB54 8FG
Telephone: 01466 799416    Fax: 01466 795315    
donald.boyd@huntly.net www.atap.org.uk 
You can download a full version of Huntly Matters More 
and complete the questionnaire at www.huntly.net

Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership

(ATP) has been active in Huntly

since late 2004. It has worked

with a wide range of community

partners to deliver projects to

make the town a better place 

to live, work and visit. 

But challenges remain. 

Due to changes at national level,

ATP will end in December 2008.

We are asking for your views on a

proposal to keep ATP-type work

going. Fill in the form on page

four. Join the debate at the public

events listed. Or go to

www.huntly.net to tell us what

you want and to find out more...

2008 SPECIAL ISSUE

“YOUR HUNTLY NEEDS

YOU”

Huntly is a growing, thriving, well-connected and managed market

town that retains its individuality. Huntly has a dynamic, diverse and

user-friendly town centre with distinctive local character which is the heart

of the town and the wider rural community. The high quality of life, sense of

pride in the town, positive and committed business community and the strong local culture make

Huntly  a  town  where people  want to  live and work.  It is a great place to visit. The 

residents, businesses and agencies of Huntly all pull together.

‘‘

DATE TIME EVENT

Sat 3rd May 09.00-13.00 ATP stand at the Farmers’ Market, The Square

Wed 14th May 18.45-20.45 Presentation at Marr Community Forum, Stewart’s Hall

Wed 28th May 19.30-21.30 Discussion on a community body for Huntly at Stewart’s Hall

Sun 1st June 12.00-16.00 ATP stand at Entertainment in The Square

Sat 7th June 09.00-13.00 ATP stand at the Farmers’ Market, The Square

Wed 18th June 19.30-21.00 Final presentation of results at Stewart’s Hall

HUNTLY’S
2020
VISION ‘‘

Your options

HOW WOULD AN INDEPENDENT 
COMMUNITY BODY FOR HUNTLY LOOK?
It’s up to you. A community organisation can be created to meet any number of
objectives and with any number of powers – as long as community benefit is at its heart.
We think that the most important characteristics of any community body would be:
● That it could raise and spend its own funds
● That it could own and manage its own premises
● That it could employ its own staff to initiate and manage projects

HAS THIS BEEN DONE BEFORE?
Yes. A growing number of community organisations like this exist all over the UK. 
Examples of how community organisations have worked elsewhere include:
● WESTRAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST (WDT) – ORKNEY
● AMBLE DEVELOPMENT TRUST (ADT) – NORTHUMBERLAND
Both organisations were established to combat local economic decline and promote
community development. WDT has raised over £3million to invest in local facilities. 
ADT owns two prominent buildings in town which host income-generating services for
the community and its partners.
For more information see www.localpeopleleading.co.uk and www.dtascot.org.uk
We are organising an information meeting in the Stewart’s Hall, 28th May 
on what a community body could mean for Huntly. Please come along.
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WHAT DO WE DO WHEN ATP HUNTLY ENDS IN DECEMBER 2008?

Nothing

Establish a discussion forum

Incorporate ATP into the Aberdeenshire Council Area Manager’s remit

Merge ATP into the Community Planning process

Establish an independent community body for Huntly

Something else

HAVE THE LAST WORD...
We are asking you to take a few 
minutes to answer the following 
questions to help us design the 
post-ATP situation in Huntly. 

1. What do you think has been the biggest success 

of ATP Huntly, and why?

2. And what do you believe is the most important 
thing remaining to be worked on for Huntly’s future?

3. Do you think that the locally-focused ATP-type work 
in Huntly and District should continue? 
Yes No Don’t know

4. Do you agree that ATP’s work is best continued through
the  establishment of a community body made up of 
people and/or organisations from Huntly and District?
(If you prefer another option please tell us why.)
Yes No

5. Would you or your organisation like to be involved in 
some way in the proposed new community body? 
Yes No Don’t know

6. Do you have any other comments to make or questions 
to ask about the post-ATP situation in Huntly?

Your contact details (optional). Please complete if you would
like to be kept involved and informed of progress.

Name

Address

Email

Telephone 

If you want to expand on your answers please use a separate
piece of paper. Then send this completed form to ATP Huntly
at the address opposite – or drop it at RS McColl, Brander
Library, Aberdeenshire Council offices or the Post Office.
Thank you for your input to this consultation and your 
support for ATP over the last three years.

The ATP Huntly steering group has considered various options to keep ATP-type work going
after December 2008. There are a number of things which could happen.

In our opinion the best way forward is to establish an independent community body 
for Huntly because it matches best with the reasons people give for ATP Huntly’s success. 

We would like this to happen. But we need your views on this proposal because it can’t
happen without your support. 
You have from the 3rd May until 12th June 2008 to tell us what you think. Please join in the
debate at the forums and meetings listed on the front page and by filling in, and returning,
the form opposite. 
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Marr Area Manager Aberdeenshire Council

ELEANOR ANDERSON
Chair Strathbogie Community Council 
and Marr Area Partnership

WILLIE ANDERSON 
Huntly Community Development Group

JUDITH AYLETT
Marr Area Partnership

ANDY GRIFFITHS
Rector of The Gordon Schools

WENDY HAMILL
Community Learning Worker, Linden Centre

MOIRA INGLEBY
Councillor for Huntly, Strathbogie & Howe of Alford

HILDA LUMSDEN-GILL
Chair Huntly Community Council

ALASDAIR MACDONALD
Chair Huntly Town Team

ALISON MCGLAUGHLIN 
Gordon Rural Action 

ALASDAIR ROSS
Councillor for Huntly, Strathbogie & Howe of Alford

DAVID SHERRIFFS
Chair Huntly Business Association

JOANNA STRATHDEE
Councillor for Huntly, Strathbogie & Howe of Alford

RICHARD STROUD
Councillor for Huntly, Strathbogie & Howe of Alford

DONALD BOYD
ATP Huntly Town Co-ordinator

ATP Huntly is all of us who live in, work in or
visit the town of Huntly and its hinterland. 
At its heart is the ATP Huntly steering group
which makes sure that ATP Huntly delivers
what you asked it to at the outset:

WHO’S WHO...

...welcome to Aberdeenshire’s 
hidden gem where there’s more 
to life than meets the eye

Shop for Dean’s world-famed shortbread

Scoop up Rizza’s prize-winning ice cream

Check-in to the Huntly Hotel for town comfort 

Choose from 500 whiskies at Esson’s

Country house style at The Castle Hotel

PLUS Fishing ●  Riding ●   Rollerski ●   Falconry ●   History

Welcome to
Huntly
Summer 2005

Back to your future

Working with
HaDTAG on the 
Tour d’Aberdeenshire
Cycling Project

WHAT IS ATP?
Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership 
is an alliance set up in 1998 by
Aberdeenshire Council, Scottish
Enterprise Grampian and
Communities Scotland to make the
major settlements of Aberdeenshire
better places to live, work and visit.
ATP supports projects in Huntly 
and provides links to town networks, 
such as Action for Market Towns 
so we can learn from others. 
More information can be found at
www.atap.org.uk. 
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COLLECT & SAV£ATP Huntly has helped
develop and deliver
projects to make Huntly’s
2020 vision a reality. 
These projects, some of

which are shown here, could not have
happened without the active
involvement and goodwill of numerous
partners. We are now looking for a way 
to keep the momentum going in a new
form – to be decided by you.

LOOKING AHEAD...
ATP Huntly ends in December 2008.
Most people regard it as a success 
for the following five reasons: 
● It is a full-time organisation
● It has geographic focus on Huntly
● It works to a vision and project plan 
● It has funds to make things happen
● It employs someone whose 

job it is to ‘shout for Huntly’
Based on these views, the ATP Huntly
steering group has developed a
proposal to keep ATP-type work
going in Huntly...

Capitalising on
contacts made
through the 
Visit Huntly
stand at Visit
Scotland Expo 

Supported the
‘Welcome to
Huntly’ leaflet

Started work with
Huntly Business
Association (HBA)
to increase its
profile and
membership

Promoted 
the work of 
George Macdonald 
to the wider world
in his centenary year

Arranged the visit of 
the Continental Market

Co-founded
the Huntly
Food and
Health Group

Organised town centre
clean-up operation

Backed
Huntly Mental
Health Group
with their
‘WatsOn’ guide

Undertook the Huntly Business Needs Survey and
secured E-Business and other website training for Huntly businesses

Co-ordinated
Sheena Sharp
welcome home
celebrations

Helped Huntly
Sports Trust
rejuvenate the all
weather pitch

Acted as intermediary between
HBA and ASDA on the 
‘Collect & Save’ scheme

Supported Huntly
Country (‘06, ’07 & ‘08)

Encouraged ArtCup to
hold its 2006 event in
Huntly (after Berlin,
Helsinki and Lisbon) 

Secured
video-
conferencing
facilities and
wi-fi access
at Huntly
Learning
Centre 

Helped arrange the visit
of the Highlanders
Regiment to Huntly

Backed the
development
of a 
Youth Café
at Cooper 
Park pavilion

Established
Huntly and

District
Tourism

Action
Group

(HaDTAG)

Helped establish
Huntly Farmers’ Market 

Secured
agreement for
the provision
of affordable
housing at
Deveron Road

Implemented the Huntly Shop
Enhancement Scheme

Produced the 
Huntly Handbook

Created the
town website
to promote
Huntly to 
the world

Co-funded the
Osprey Cam at
Huntly Peregrine
Wildwatch

Funded the
consultation
on the
proposed
Woodland 
In and 
Around Towns
initiative for
Battlehill and
The Meadows

Promoted
the
Strathbogie
& Cabrach
Trails
network

Helped Huntly
Highlanders
Cricket Club
secure
improved
facilities and
regional
academy status

Installed pop-up
underground power
supply units in 
The Square

Co-organised the inaugural Huntly Hairst Festival which
brought ‘The Woman Who Ate Scotland’, Nell Nelson, 
to the town to launch the Huntly Food Trail

Brought a
national town
centre
seminar to
Huntly

Assisting
the Christmas
Lights Appeal
Group 

Investigating improved access to Huntly Castle

Reviewing the Huntly brand with Jacques Coetzer

Working with Gordon
Highlanders Museum
on a Huntly event for
Homecoming 2009

Linking with
Dufftown and
Keith for joint
promotion of
the whole area

Investigating a loyalty
scheme to encourage
local shopping


